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Occasions The latest issue in the Occasions
series will offer stamp users a multiple choice
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A third series of Occasions stamps will go on sale at Post Office branches 
and philatelic outlets and Royal Mail Tallents House from 4 February. The 
six 1 st class stamps feature multiple choice messages: Gold star/See me/ 
Playtime (yellow background stamp); I (heart shape) u/xxxx/s.w.a.l.k. 
(red); Angel/Poppet/Little terror (purple); Yes/No/Maybc (green); Oops!/ 
Sorry/Will try harder (violet); and I did it!/You did it!/We did it! (blue). 
Senders can place a tick in the box alongside the appropriate message. 
The Queen’s head and 1st indicator arc printed in the top right corner. 
The stamps were designed by una, with wording by Sara Wiegand and 
Mike Exon. The six stamps are printed in se-tenant blocks of six, 10 blocks 
per sheet of 60.

Technical details

Printer The House of Questa
Process Lithography

Size 41 x 30mm
Sheets 60
Perforation 14.5 x 14 
Phosphor Two bands
Gum PVA

Gutter pairs Horizontal

Plate numbers and coloursFirst day facilities Unstamped Royal Mail fdc envelopes will be avail
able from main Post Office branches and philatelic outlets about a week 
before 4 February, price 25p. Serviced covers can be ordered with pictorial 
Tallents House or Merry Hill, Wolverhampton postmarks, price £2.32 uk 
(including vat) or £1.98 overseas (no vat).

Collectors may send stamped covers on the day of issue to: Royal Mail 
Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh eh 12 9PB, or Special 
Handstamp Centre, Royal Mail, St Stephens Street, Birmingham b6 4AA 
marking the outer envelope ‘FD0303’ (Tallents House), or ‘FD0304’ (Merry 
Hill). Covers can be posted or handed in at main Post Office branches for 
the Merry Hill postmark. Details of sponsored handstamps will be an
nounced in the British Postmark Bulletin - available on subscription from 
Tallents House (£10 UK/Europe; £21.75 elsewhere). For a sample copy 
write to: The Editor, British Postmark Bulletin, Royal Mail, 148 Old Street, 
London eciv 9HQ.

Q1 new blue • Q1 deep ultra- 
marine • Q1 purple • Q1 
bright yellow-green • Q1 red 
• Q1 lemon • Q1 phosphor
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Smilers sheets Also available from 4 February will be a generic sheet 
containing 20 of the new Occasions stamps with adjoining labels bearing 
messages. The Smilers sheets are printed in litho by Questa. Price £5.95 
from Tallents House and Post Office philatelic outlets. Sheets of 20 with 
personalised image rather than pre-printed labels will be available to order 
from Tallents House. For order form and details phone 0845 074 2000 (uk) 
or +44 131 316 7483 (overseas) •
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A presentation pack (below, 
£2) and stamp cards (25p 
each) will be available from 
main Post Office branches 
and Tallents House. The pack, 
designed by Howard Brown, 
was written and illustrated by 
Stephen Appleby, noted for 
his cartoons in The Guardian 
and The Daily Telegraph.
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